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The Indian fishing settlement on Salisbury Island, in Durban Bay, has
been of manifest advantage not only to the Indian but also to the white
inhabitants of the Colony.
20. ... In numerous localities in the upland as well as in the
Coast districts, they have converted waste and unproductive land into
well-kept gardens, planted with vegetables, tobacco, maize and fruit trees.
Those settled in the vicinity of Durban and Pietermaritzburg have succeed-
ed in winning for themselves almost entirely the supplying of the local
markets with vegetables. It must be this competition by free Indians
which has worked to the prejudice of those white Colonists who once
had the monopoly of the trade- .... In fairness to the free Indians we
fcmst observe that the competition is legitimate in its nature and that
it certainly has been welcomed by the general community. From an
early hour in the morning, Indian hawkers, male and female, adults
and children, go busily with heavy baskets on their heads from house to
house, and thus citizens can now daily, at their own doors, and at low
rates, purchase wholesome vegetables and fruit, which, not many years
ago, they could not with certainty procure even in the public markets,
and at exorbitant prices,
As to the traders the Commissioners5 report at page 74 says:
We are convinced that much of the irritation existing in the minds
of European Colonists against the whole Indian population of the Colony
has been excited by the undoubted ability of these Arab traders to com-
pete with European merchants, and specially with those wiio have chiefly
directed their attention to the supply of articles, notably rice, largely con-
sumed by the Indian immigrant population. . . .
We are of opinion that these Arab traders have been drawn to
Natal by the presence therein of those Indians who have been introduced
under the Immigration Laws. Rice is the chief food of the 30,000 Indian
immigrants now in the Colony, and these astute traders have so success-
fully devoted their tact and energy to the supply of that article that the
price to all consumers fell from 21s per bag in former years to 14s in
1884. ...
It is said that Kaffirs can buy from Arabs at from 25 to 30 per cent
lower rates than those obtaining six or seven years ago.
It does not lie within the scope of our Commission to discuss at
length the restrictive measure which some desire to impose upon Asiatics
or "Arab" traders. We are content to place on record our strong opinion, based
on much observation., that the presence of these traders has been beneficial to the
whole Colony, and that it would be unwise, if not unjust9 to legislate to their
prejudice (the italics are mine).